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By Valerie Parente
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(nr^nna Devito and her husband

I d :H: *T.::T.?:.".1."i:fi
to move there. After talking to multiple

people they were won over by the growing

community, great schools, spacious land,

and friendly neighborhood vibe. "My hus-

band and I love that it has a little bit of
everything," Deanna says, 'A town center

with several restaurant options, plenty of
outdoor walking nature trails, and even

town activities to enjoylike summer music

.or..itr!"

Since Groton Woman's Club has become

such an important part of Deanna's life,

she would love to introduce our readers

to the many members, young and old,
of the club. Currently Cynthia Boyle is

President, |une Cloutier is Vice President,

Gail Poulter is Treasurer, Carole Prest is

Assistant Treasurer, Beverly Johnson is

Recording Secretary, Beverly Smith is
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Corresponding Secretary, Ingrid Belitsky
is Curator, and Terry McPartlan is Au-

ditor. Directors include Pat Castellucci,

Carly Detwiller, Pat Hamilton, Wendy

|ones Lane, Priscilla Scales and Deborah

Termeulen. Co-Chaplains consist of ]une
Cloutier, Kathy Harwood, and Deb Nich-

olson. Those who spoke to Groton-Dun-
stable Living include Brianne Weider,

Th6rdse Keoseian, Cynthia Boyle, Bridget

Reiss, Nancy Olson, and lune Cloutier.
"We're not all old ladies," Cynthia laughs,

"This iss vibrant group of enthusiastic,

energetic, bright women wliose ages range

from their twenties to nineties."

Groton Woman's Club, founded in 1913, is

a volunteer organization including more

than 100 women. Together these women

perform community service and philan-
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Groton Woman's Club has been a very
key part of Deanna's life since moving to

Groton. Something amazing that GWC

has been able to offer is diversity. Deanna

explained this in her own words, stating
"I love seeing how women from different

backgrounds, experiences, and areas of
expertise can come together to make our

communitybetter." Her desire to join Gro-

ton Womant Club can be traced back to

her younger years. She told Groton-Dun-

stable Living, "Growing up I was involved

in community service and when I moved

to Groton in December of 2021,I knew I
wanted to continue that." Upon checking

Groton's town website Deanna learned

about Groton Woman's CIub and all the

great work they do.
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thropic work that benefits the schools, se-

nior citizens, arts, Groton History Center,

the military and more! GWC has been full
of fun activities, many in which honor

Groton's history. |une Cloutier pointed

out, "I love the country feel of Groton and

its history and the club is part of that."

Another favorite part of GWC for member

Brianne is the Greens Sale. The Greens

Sale is a December fund-raiser in which

naturet evergreens are transformed into

wreaths and other creations. This is just

one of the manyways that GWC contrib-

utes to Scholarships, Grotonfest, Loaves

and Fishes, Senior Meals, Lights on the

Common, Operation Gratitude, and so

much more. The list feels endless,

When itcomes to Groton Woman's Club-

there is so much to learn. "|oining the

Groton Woman's Club has been one of the

best decisions of my life," member Nancy

Olson exclaimed. Member Brianne Weider

was drawn to the group because of her

family's long history in Groton. Brianne

says, "I initially joined the woman's club

to spend more time with my grandmother,

|anet Thompson, who has been a member

for many years. I enjoy being involved in
this community and bringing my kiddos

to events." For people like Th6rdse, joining

GWC was a no brainer after enjoying a

long career as a high school teacher and

loving the sense of community that student

activities brought forth. She explained, "I

was invited to attend a GWC meeting in
September, the year I retired. As I really

didn't know many women in the commu-

nity, I thought it would be an opportuni-

ty to evaluate the activities in which club

members engaged. I joined the following

month." Once part of the club Th6rdse took

on the former role of President for three

years as she fulfilled her desire to serve the

senior community by becoming a member

of the COA Board and the GWC Senior

Meals Committee. Down the road shewas

even asked to join the scholarship commit-
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Feotured Resident

tee, which she now co-chairs with Susan

Slade. Needless to say, Th6rdse fell in love

with this town and wound up selling her

first home then building another on the

same street. Member Cynthia Boyle shares

a similar story as Deanna DeVito, having
moved to Groton back in 2016 and joining
GWC to become involved with her new

community. "The friendships I've formed

and being part of an active organization
that is a service to the residents of Groton,

from youngsters to the elderly, is myfavor-

ite part of being in the club," she stated.

Bridget Reiss, another member of GWC

who once lived out of Massachusetts (in

Long Island, NewYork) also expressed her

hope to work together in a group setting

and help her new community. "I love to

do volunteer work," she explained, "So the

club seemed like a perfect match for me. I
love being part of a talented group ofwom-
en who work so hard to enrich the lives

of others in our community. There are

many role models for me in the club and

the women have a wide variety of skills.
No matter what their age they have lots of
energy!" Nancy Olson added, "Our club

is comprised of a very diverse group of
women of all ages, career paths, interests,

and cultural diversities and we all come

together for so many common goals that
benefit our community in a mutually en-

joyable experience."

There is a lot to take away from Groton
Woman's Club. Though GWC might be di-
verse in its members'backgrounds, it's also

diverse in what it offers. "The members

have so much experience in all aspects of
life... I feel every time I am meeting with
club members that I learn something new,"

Bridget Reiss exclaims. Th6rdse added to

this sentiment, "I have met so many inter-

esting and unselfish women who contrib-

ute to the Groton community through the

GWC. Committees are numerous, one for
every flavor!" And many of the members

like Bridget and Cynthia brought up how

wonderful the friendships that they have

made are.

If you are interested in joining the Groton
Woman's Club you can contact the GWC

Membership Chairperson, Ellin Hanlon.

Details can be found at https://groton-

womansclub. com/wp/j oin-us/.

Meetings are held on the third Friday of
the month from September through May.

Deanna DeVito concluded her time speak-

ing with Groton-Dunstable Living with
this exclamation, "I've made it 1 year in
Groton and I look forward to many years

to come!"
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